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objective in this current political trajectory and provide leadership as a 
working class vanguard.
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The current political crisis that we are facing in terms of organisational polarisation 
remains a real challenge for the future 
of the SACP in the North West Province 
as well as the country. Opportunism 
and factionalism within the ranks of 
the movement emerge as a result of 
marginalising revolutionary theory 
as well as the deliberate agenda of 
weakening structures by those who are 
in a position of power in class relations. 
Both factionalism and opportunism 
are cornerstones for self-enrichment 
and the anchor for engendering 
compradorial strata in the capitalist 
system. After 22 years of democracy 
they symbolise gains and setbacks in 
the transformational programme of 
our country from three centuries of 
colonialism followed by ‘colonialism of 
a special type’. 
The process of transformation has 
been conducted within the capitalist 
framework of oppression. The 
founding fathers of our democracy 
point out that the current phase of 
social transformation is more complex 
than the fight against racist tyranny. 
The main aim of this article is 
to focus on creating the framework 
needed to wage a relentless struggle 
against capitalism. Central to this 
process is the need to identify the 
nature and strength of capitalism in our 
society. 
The emancipation of the working 
class should be the work of the working 
class itself, according to Marx. This 
means that we should build a strong 
organisation with capable leaders to 
lead the class struggle. Obviously this 
cannot happen without an advanced 
detachment of the class that has to 
make history. 
Capitalism played a meaningful 
role in history by destroying the feudal 
system. It also simplified oppression 
by dividing society into hostile 
camps: those of the oppressors and 
the oppressed, the exploiters and the 
exploited.
Working class demobilisation
A bourgeois revolution expresses the 
needs of capitalist development, and, 
far from destroying the foundations of 
capitalism, it has the contrary effect – 
it broadens and deepens them. The 
revolution, therefore, expresses the 
interests not only of the working class 
but of the entire bourgeoisie as well. 
Since the rule of the bourgeoisie over 
the working class is inevitable under 
capitalism, it can well be said that a 
bourgeois revolution expresses the 
interests not so much of the proletariat 
as of the bourgeoisie. But it is quite 
absurd to think that a bourgeois 
revolution does not at all express 
proletarian interests. Many people in 
the trade union movement believe 
that by virtue of ascending into power 
the ANC has defeated the ruling 
class. Some amongst us believe that 
the working class should not engage 
government and capital through mass 
action because they are discrediting 
the leadership and the state.
However, as the ANC has explained 
in many of its documents, it does not 
lead a particular section of society, 
but broader social classes and strata. 
In a real sense there is a bias towards 
creating an environment conducive 
to the triumph of capitalism. This 
leaves working people with no option 
but a programme of destabilising the 
capitalist system. As Marx puts it the 
working class has to play the key role 
in liberating itself. A fundamental point 
of departure is the creation of working 
class unity against capital, coupled with 
a historically determined mobilisation 
against social exploitation. 
A bourgeois revolution is a 
revolution which does not depart from 
the framework of the bourgeois, i.e., 
capitalist, socio-economic system. The 
main challenge for the Communist 
Party is to be scientifically objective 
in this current political trajectory and 
provide leadership as a working class 
vanguard. There is no way in which 
a Communist Party can compromise 
its class interests solely for capitalist 
advancement. Equally a Party cannot 
be dogmatic in fighting to champion 
working class hegemony. Tactical 
compromises can be made precisely 
to reinforce the main strategy of 
overthrowing the capitalist system.
Working class unity
Basically this is all about unity of 
purpose, precisely to undermine and 
destroy the capitalist system where we 
work, live and study.  The Vanguard 
Party of the working people has to 
become more committed in agitating, 
mobilising and organising cadres who 
will become critical components of the 
advanced detachment. It means that 
within the same context the Communist 
Party should train members in Marxism 
and Leninism as a revolutionary theory. 
Equally training must be on a simple 
basis wherein the complexity of the 
theory gets unpacked. 
One of the great mistakes that we 
normally commit as an organisation is 
to entertain the idea that if a worker 
is a shop steward or a leader of a 
trade union we can assume that he/
she possesses ideological clarity and 
communist values. In his letter to 
his friend and comrade, Karl Marx 
conceded to Friedrich Engels that 
he thought Irish workers and English 
workers could easily unite against 
the capitalist system, but it was not 
so. Clearly it tells you that workers 
are vulnerable to the politics of race, 
chauvinism and the repressive political 
system despite common challenges 
and oppression from the capitalist 
system. Therefore the workers’ party 
must agitate amongst workers and 
teach them about these demons. 
As a revolutionary party we should 
clearly identify capitalism as well as 
its modus operandi. At an ideological 
level the SACP has always emphasised 
that it will serve as a vanguard through 
democratic contestation with other 
political parties. It has the capability 
to bring differing left ideologies into its 
ranks.
The dynamics of capitalism
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to identify the distinctiveness of the 
capitalist system. It is not sufficient to 
show the irrationality and injustice of 
capitalism, implying the need for a 
rational alternative. Capitalism is not a 
monster that can be slain by a single 
strategic force. We face a complex 
and constantly mobile organism, half 
machine with its automatic drives 
towards accumulation, half animal 
with reflexes to get around barriers, 
cannibalise other capacities and 
reproduce itself by feeding rapaciously 
off its environment. Members of 
the Communist Party must take into 
cognisance the fact that the struggle 
is against a hydra-headed kind of 
a system that cannot be destroyed 
at any one point but can only be 
overcome through multiple points of 
transformation based on an ecology 
that has at its centre the drive for the 
well-being of humanity. 
The economic crisis of the capitalist 
system is that bourgeois growth 
does not necessarily transcend into 
development. The current form of the 
economy does not have a commitment 
to the creation of decent and qualitative 
jobs. In reality the youth remains 
one reserve army of the unemployed 
community. The accumulation regime 
which is based on a compradorial 
paradigm does not necessarily 
undermine the good intentions of 
creating quality jobs. The state has the 
capacity to absorb many young people 
and expand the public sector. Some 
analysts claim that government is more 
committed to skilling young people 
without job creation. The state must 
change the Expanded Public Works 
Programme from being a short term 
intervention to a qualitative productive 
sector of the state with the intention of 
contributing to economic development 
led by the state. The Youth Accord was 
signed by business, government and 
various political Youth formation in the 
interests of creating qualitative jobs.
It is a good framework which has 
laid a basis for different role-players to 
engage in commitment to job creation. 
The state must enforce the deliverables 
of the Youth Accord to be practically 
implemented without any hindrances. 
Progress reports must be published in 
the public domain so that we can see 
the successes or failures of the Accord. 
Rivers, streams and dams are daily 
being contaminated by chemicals from 
mines and a lot of animals depending 
on this water are dying. The mining 
companies are consuming a lot of water 
for free, and yet in every village where 
there is mining, communities have some 
days in each week where they receive 
no water at all. This situation – where 
capitalists can access water and poorer 
people cannot – seems to have become 
acceptable to many in municipal 
leadership. One becomes suspicious as 
to whether local leaders have not been 
co-opted into the system.
A leap forward through decisive 
leadership
Not a single class has existed in 
history without producing a person who 
is capable of leading the movement 
and taking it to particular heights. We 
need a determined leadership which 
can be bold and take the system of 
capitalism by the horns. The struggle 
for basic needs in the country has 
exposed the failures of the capitalist 
system and the blame is now laid at the 
door of government. The Fees Must 
Fall movement is a clear sign, in many 
respects, that people understand that 
they must become their own liberators 
for a good cause. It is also important to 
say that there is a need for a great leap 
forward in the context of a National 
Democratic Revolution. 
By its very nature, a leap is a radical 
approach to dislocate revisionism and 
reformism which are key drivers of neo-
liberalism. The science of Marxism-
Leninism equips revolutionaries 
correctly to coordinate it in order to 
achieve a determined objective. The 
entry point for championing a leap 
forward must focus on the following:
• the socialisation of the ownership of 
the means of production;
• the expansion of an effective public 
service;
• the provision of quality relevant 
people’s education;
• the provision of people’s housing;
• the establishment of a people’s 
economy;
• the development of the productive 
forces;
• the eradication of corruption at 
political level;
• the implementation of radical land 
reform; and
• the transformation of the financial 
sector.
 The SACP is endeavouring to lay the 
foundation in this regard. For the past 
20 years the Party has independently 
engaged with communities in the 
struggle to create a framework for a 
leap. We must discipline capital through 
the state and enforce responsibility and 
accountability for development. 
The character of the SACP and the 
broader liberation movement
It is precisely for these reasons 
that we should interrogate our 
understanding of vanguardism and 
the Party as a vanguard of the working 
class. Vanguardism    encompasses 
leadership that is located within a class 
for the historical mission of a class. For 
example the mission of the working 
class is to overthrow the capitalist 
system and build an egalitarian 
socialist society wherein the producers 
(proletariat) own what they produce. 
The leadership of the working class 
should not be at the tail end, nor leading 
far ahead of the class it represents. For 
the Party a vanguard is a well-informed 
concept wherein activism (on scientific 
basis) is a bedrock, coupled with 
class consciousness, selflessness and 
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iron hand discipline to bring about 
meaningful changes. The Party should 
follow principles which guide its day to 
day struggle to fundamentally change 
society. The principles must be applied 
in relation to a clear analysis of society 
and develop measures which will 
impact in proper planning against the 
capitalist system. 
The SACP maintains that it will 
ideologically contest as a vanguard 
Party through democratic means 
with other left parties. The SACP 
contributed immensely to building the 
congress movement and this is clearly 
captured in many of the policies and 
other historical documents of the 
movement. The death of the ANC 
will also means the death of the entire 
liberation movement. 
The alliance has been made up of 
independent formations which are 
committed to common objectives 
which include the democratisation 
of society as well as deepening and 
entrenching prosperity. Challenges 
that the entire movement faces come 
directly from its relation to capital. The 
multiclass character of the movement 
will experience internal class struggles 
wherein different class forces fight each 
other to build the movement in their 
own image. 
Therefore this also influences the 
collective leadership which normally 
emerges from congresses at the 
national, provincial and local levels.
When the revolutionary process 
of establishing class alliances was 
introduced by Lenin, it meant that each 
party had to develop its own strategies 
and tactics of nation building and 
building a democratic society. Critics 
of the Alliance are trying to use the 
same method (building class alliances) 
through vulgarisation of the ANC led 
alliance by saying that it has adopted 
capitalism as a programme. This is 
erroneous because there is no policy 
in which the ANC has pronounced 
capitalism as a socio-economic system 
as a viable alternative. It is through that 
process that many of its leadership 
are now capitalists and compradors. 
This phenomenon creates challenges 
in the movement in particular and 
society in general. But simply moving 
out of the Alliance and building your 
profile through the capitalist media 
doesn’t resolve the problem; it exposes 
opportunism in the form of left-
sounding rhetoric.
 Marxism-Leninism is a revolutionary 
theory which is a guide to action for 
radical change of society through the 
liberation of humanity from the chains 
of exploitation of labour power and 
national oppression. A Party member 
is expected to be well conversant 
with its content. There cannot be 
theory without practice; practice is the 
criterion of truth. Party members are 
expected to be the standard bearers 
of high communist ethics and morality 
and they must bring credibility to the 
entire organisation. Therefore the 
SACP should develop a tool that can 
be used to measure the deepening, 
advancement and championship 
of this noble concept amongst its 
membership. 
Broadening SACP mass work
The main work of the SACP is to unite 
society around its immediate needs and 
develop strategic and tactical methods 
to address the question of unity and 
cohesion. Party structures must fight 
to rally all societal forces against any 
particular form of oppression that 
might be facing society at a given time. 
The struggle for socialism is about the 
establishment of a popular and united 
front against oppression and labour 
exploitation. Central to that the SACP 
must assist in organising communities 
in different formations, ranging from 
burial societies, cooperatives, street 
committees, stockvels and so forth. 
Party organisations must be able at any 
time to become genuine representatives 
of these nucleus formations with 
the intention of bringing about 
fundamental changes in society. The 
party must develop structures at the 
local level which are well equipped 
to work with various formations in 
communities so that the Party becomes 
rooted within communities. The SACP 
should establish a permanent war 
room which will assist lower structures 
to report to the higher organ about the 
life and activities of Party organisations. 
Emphasis should also be focused on 
Party members being well conversant 
with the ABC of the Party as it was 
developed by Lenin in What Is to be 
Done? (1902).
Conclusion  
In a class divided society there will 
always be inequality and manifestations 
of oppression. Therefore civil protests 
and unrests are characteristic of 
a capitalist system because profit 
becomes primary and services are 
peripheralised. Workers must organise 
and become united to fight against 
capitalist exploitation. Shop stewards 
and officials of workers’ formations 
must be educated politically so that 
they do not become sell-outs but earn 
the confidence of workers in fighting 
against capitalism. The struggle against 
capitalism must be waged in different 
terrains of society. Unity of purpose 
is important for the sole purpose of 
deepening the crisis of capitalism in 
society. The state remains a critical 
instrument of class rule, despite the fact 
that other scholars have introduced new 
concepts such as the developmental 
state. The struggle for socialism must 
be coupled with defending the gains 
of the workers and also the building of 
a strong organisation which is rooted 
amongst South Africans and well 
equipped with revolutionary theory. ■
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